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 1 
Present Members:  Timothy Lepore, Robin Harvey, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Pauline Proch and Parker Richards 2 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Chairman Tim Lepore 3 
opened the meeting with Pauline Proch making a motion to approve the agenda and Melissa Murphy seconding.  It 4 
was approved unanimously. 5 

Presentations and Discussions of Interest to the Committee 6 
Massachusetts Math and Science Initiative (MMSI) – NHS Principal, John Buckey 7 
MMSI is part of what originally was the National Math Science Initiative. It is a division of Mass Insight Education, 8 
a nonprofit corporation which coordinates the planning, management, implementation and funding of the Math, 9 
Science, English AP courses for the College Board.  We applied in 2010 but did not make the final selection. We 10 
were asked to apply again this year and we have been selected.  MMSI supports our philosophy of open enrollment at 11 
NHS and it encourages greater participation in AP courses by eliminating traditional barriers such as teacher 12 
recommendations and qualifying scores.  MMSI has five years worth of data to support the success of their program.  13 
Not only do they see increases in participation, but in many instances they expect an increase in qualifying scores.   14 
They do this by providing: training to teachers – week long AP summer institutes; additional time for students – 15 
weekend and after school training, mock exam, data analysis, exam fee support; and equipment, supplies and 16 
materials support. As a MMSI grant program school in the cohort, we have an annual program fee of $10,000.  We 17 
have identified that partner for the first two years of the grant, which will be processed through the Nantucket 18 
Education Trust.   In exchange, we will receive over $300,000 in support as outlined above for the grant.   19 

Friends of Nantucket Public Schools – Marian Wilson  20 
Marian spoke of the FONPS mission and their goal to support students and staff in the Nantucket Public Schools.  21 
She referenced many enrichment projects they have supported this year, including the Walden Chamber Players 22 
residency, Improv Boston’s Anti-Bullying presentation, Dreamland’s viewing of Girl Rising, and attendance at 12 23 
Years a Slave.  FONPS has also supported the French Club trip to France, snacks for MCAS and subsidies for 24 
lunches for low income families.  She acknowledged the Nantucket Golf Club Foundation grant to support staff-25 
initiated projects at the three schools.  The major fundraisers have been the Spelling Bee and a Summer Drive-in 26 
Movie scheduled for August 6

th
. Under the theme of School Spirit we worked with the principals of the NES and 27 

CPS to design and sell school tee and sweatshirts for students.  28 

Student Support Services – Nancy Miller                       29 
Ms. Miller provided a list of district staff, which outlined the services each staff member provides in support of our 30 
students.  She noted that we have not been able to provide the Substance Abuse Counselor, as that grant source has 31 
dried up.  However, we did add Social Workers in the elementary and middle/high schools that often support students 32 
with substance abuse problems and make referrals to outside agencies when appropriate.  She also pointed out that 33 
we have moved our District Interpreter/Translator position from ½ time to full-time this year.  Ms. Miller shared an 34 
activities list which showed the broad range of programs and activities that students in our district are offered in order 35 
to support their social-emotional health, including the Signs of Suicide program, anti-bullying programs and Chat 36 
and Chowders at ASAP.  She noted that the individual and group counseling we provide is excellent and that we 37 
have a laudable counselor-to-student ratio. 38 

Ms. Miller did share that the one area that is in need, is better programming and wrap-around services for students 39 
with significant anxiety.  These students have very real apprehensions about many things, in particular school 40 
attendance.  Several School Committee members commented on the protocol for emergency safety assessment, and 41 
Ms. Miller stated that the modifications we made to that protocol two years ago have worked well. 42 

 43 
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Special Needs Advisory Council – Nancy Miller                    45 
Ms. Miller introduced Heidi Fee, the President of SNAC this year.  They both noted that attendance was the big goal 46 
this year and there have been around 15 parents who consistently attend.  The group supports STAR and Autism 47 
Speaks, and brings programs in for parents.  The March meeting will be an opportunity for attendees to “pick apart” 48 
an IEP.  Dr. Lepore asked about the support for students who are dual identified as ELL and Special Needs and Heidi 49 
acknowledged that this is a difficult, but important task. 50 

Comments from the Public 51 
David Dickson shared his support for the Girl’s and Boy’s Basketball teams and his pride in watching them win first 52 
round tournament games.  He also acknowledged the performance of the NHS Quiz Bowl Team and shared that he is 53 
looking forward to the HS production of Brigadoon. 54 

Diane Flaherty asked about scheduling in the middle and high schools.  Specifically, we wondered if the middle 55 
school schedule being developed is the same as a past one that has since been discarded.  Mr. Cohen responded that 56 
the schedule under consideration has attempted to take the best of what has worked in the past, but is not identical to 57 
what has been used.  Mr. Buckey spoke to Ms. Flaherty’s question about block scheduling at the high school, 58 
indicating that this is not a direction that they will take. 59 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 60 
Culinary Arts Field Trip to Franklin, MA March 9 & 10, 2014 61 
A request was made by Culinary Arts teacher, Bob Buccino, for approval of an overnight trip to Franklin 62 

for a Prostart Competition.  A motion to approve the field trip was made by Pauline Proch, seconded by 63 

Robin Harvey, and approved by a vote of the committee. 64 

Transfer of Class of 2011 Funds :   65 
“On motion, duly made and seconded, the Nantucket School Committee, approves the balance transfer of 66 
$17,235.51 from the NHS Agency Account to the Nantucket High School Student Activity Account.” Melissa 67 
Murphy made the motion, which was seconded by Robin Harvey, and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 68 

Gift Donation to Drama, Athletic and Music Departments:   69 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your contribution of $2,000.00 to the 70 
Drama, Athletic and Music Departments of Nantucket High School.” Pauline Proch made the motion, which was 71 
seconded by Melissa Murphy, and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 72 

Gift Donation of $105.00 for Latin VHS Course:   73 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your contribution of $105.00 for the 74 
Latin VHS Course through Cape Cod Collaborative.” Pauline Proch made a motion, which was seconded by Robin 75 
Harvey, to accept the donation and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 76 

Transfers and Invoices:  A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Pauline Proch and seconded by 77 
Melissa Murphy.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 78 

February 4, 2014 & February 18, 2014 Workshop Meeting Minutes:  A motion to approve the School Committee 79 
minutes of February 4, 2014, was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Pauline Proch.  Motion approved by a 80 
vote of the Committee.    A motion to approve the minutes of the workshop of February 18, 2014 was made by 81 
Pauline Proch, seconded by Robin Harvey and approved by a vote of the Committee. 82 
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Superintendent’s Report 83 
Enrollment 84 
On March 3, 2014 our enrollment officially topped the 1,500 student mark in our district.  Several School Committee 85 
members asked if there were any organizations that served as a “Welcome Wagon” for new students and their 86 
families as they arrive on-Island.  It was suggested that this might be an activity for the Friends or the Community 87 
School. 88 

On the Horizon 89 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting:  The March 18, 2014 School Committee 90 
meeting will include the SC Self-Evaluation, some policy revision recommendations, and a report on the dropout 91 
rate.  92 

NEASC Meeting                     93 
Superintendent Cozort shared that he recently attended a meeting of over 75 Massachusetts Superintendents and the 94 
NEASC Board at their headquarters in Burlington.  The Superintendents shared many concerns with what they 95 
termed an overly prescriptive, one-size-fits-all process.  In particular, there were concerns about conducting self-96 
studies when there were already so many initiatives on the plates of teachers and building administrators.  John 97 
Buckey, as he reported at an earlier School Committee meeting, and the high school faculty are considering 98 
postponing the NHS self-study. 99 

Sub-Committee & Acknowledgements  100 
Parker Richards and the Student Council met and have had more discussion about dance options at the school.  He 101 
announced that the Movie Night, will show Mean Girls, not Frozen as was originally announced.  It will be shown in 102 
the LGI.  Parker also mentioned the NHS Quiz Bowl competition and encouraged people to watch.  He was excited 103 
about the possibility of an end-of-year dodgeball tournament.   104 

Dr. Lepore mentioned two former Nantucket students, Michael Lawrence and Sears Keating. Who recently passed 105 
away. 106 

At 7:33 p.m. the School Committee adjourned. A motion made by Pauline Proch, seconded by Melissa Murphy and 107 
unanimously approved. 108 

Respectfully submitted,  109 

Michael Cozort 110 
School Committee Clerk, Pro Temp 111 


